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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION —  
GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION INVESTIGATION 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.07 pm]: Today I would like to update the 
house on the outcome of the groundwater investigations in parts of Dianella and Mirrabooka. On 23 January 
2009, the then Department of Environment and Conservation classified a Dianella property as “possibly 
contaminated—investigation required” under the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 after chemicals were found in 
water from a domestic garden bore. A memorial was placed on the certificate of title for the property, which is 
located down-gradient from a landfill site on Alexander Drive in Mirrabooka. The landfill site was also classified 
“possibly contaminated—investigation required” and a memorial placed on its title. 

Between 1977 and 1997 the landfill site, operated by Atlas Brick Pty Ltd, accepted mixed household and 
industrial waste. Over time, the waste decomposed, creating a liquid, or leachate, that entered the groundwater. 
The department wrote to residents living south-west of the landfill in April 2010 offering free screening of their 
bore water, testing it for ammonia, which is an indicator of landfill leachate. Nineteen properties and one school 
had their bore water tested, and 11 tested positive for ammonia. These property owners were advised to stop 
using their bores. 
Due to the detailed nature of groundwater investigations and the requirement to assess groundwater quality 
across seasons, it is common for contaminated sites investigations to take several years. The Atlas Brick Pty Ltd 
groundwater investigation was further delayed because the company declined to undertake the investigations 
voluntarily. Between March 2009 and 2011, DEC wrote to Atlas Brick Pty Ltd on seven occasions requesting 
this action. On 10 October 2011, under part 4 of the Contaminated Sites Act, DEC issued an investigation notice 
on Atlas Brick Pty Ltd to ensure the investigations were undertaken. Extensive groundwater investigations were 
then carried out between 2011 and 2013. 
An independent contaminated sites auditor has reviewed the Atlas investigations and found none of the identified 
potential contaminants of concern present at concentrations likely to represent unacceptable risks to human 
health or the environment. However, bore water in the area is likely to be poor quality and should be used only 
for non-drinking purposes. The auditor has recommended that properties near the Atlas landfill should not be 
classified under the Contaminated Sites Act or have memorials placed on their certificates of title. After 
consulting with the Department of Health, the Department of Environment Regulation re-classified the Dianella 
property as “not contaminated—unrestricted use” on 25 February 2014, and the memorial will be removed from 
its title. DER has written to residents in the area to reiterate that the use of poor quality bore water is not 
recommended, to stress the importance of regularly testing bore water, and to offer to help interpret the results of 
professional testing. The department will also ensure that groundwater quality at the landfill continues to be 
monitored as a requirement of Atlas’ environmental licence for at least three years.  
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